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STRATEGIC COMPENSATION STUDIES OVERVIEW

To investigate the effectiveness of certain strategic To create a toolbox of collaborative compensation lessons
compensation measures through desk-based feasibility case learnt, incorporating measures and a mechanism by which

studies and practical pilots to increase confidence and these can be secured, delivered and relied upon in plan
outline compensation options for the offshore wind industry. and project consenting decisions.

Objectives

Test and monitor potential
strategic compensation
measures through a series

e ® ®' Of practical pilots and desk-
based studies

Provide options that satisfy
Habitat Regulations /

Define and test the most Marine and Coastal

delivery mechanism(s) * e, appropriate approaches Access Act compensation
and governance to monitoring and requirements for offshore
arrangements to allocate managing strategic wind plans and projects
benefits and share risks measures (including

across multiple schemes adaptive management)

Develop and test a
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STRATEGIC COMPENSATION STUDIES WORK PACKAGES

WP2 Predator Reduction WP3 Habitat creation

and restoration

Avian predation reduction

: . o e Habitat creation and restoration and
Predator reduction site feasibility

e Site selection of optimum locations for

ANS for auks : wider ecosystem benefits

e Roadmap for repurposing offshore e e e Habitat compensation monitoring for
: P PUrP J e |sles of Scilly development P 9
infrastructure Annex | Reef

UK-island eradication

WP5 Delivery mechanism WP6 Supporting Measures

and overarching

« Mapping of redundant infrastructure in . Develc?p and test delivery mechanism . Breedir\g seabird ‘packoge
UK waters e Adaptive management e Reducing recreoiuonal dIStl:Ir.bCIn.CG SW
e Infrastructure removal follow on work e Lessons learnt | e Bycatch monlto.rlng and m|t|ggt|on
oackage e Development of Al tools for seabird e Red-throated diver opportunities
monitoring e Fish Aggregation Devices (FADs)
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OUTPUTS JULY 2025 TO JUNE 2026
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: Figure 5-6
y 7 North East Study Area Suitability Heatmap
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8-\ Edinburgh N S
This study aimed to identify suitable locations for ) :
offshore artificial nesting structures (ANS) for guillemot J
and razorbill, building on earlier work commissioned by
The Crown Estate that identified ecologically suitable 9
sites for black-legged kittiwake ANS. e
I\‘ Suitable Area
. . . . 8l A pogaersl|  Suitability Score
Using agreed ecological, technical, consenting, and SRS : neweile o
. . . . . € ‘\ 7 ; upbnl‘Tyné \ o
navigational criteria, spatial heatmaps were R 4% 1K
developed to highlight suitable locations and key e N »
constraints, ensuring proposed sites are both robust AN ‘ s
and deliverable. Opportunities for co-locating ANS for \) et 67
. . ey . a7 ‘a R
multiple species under the Round 4 Kittiwake Strategic Y7 YA C IR
Compensation Plan were also explored. g [N
- 7]
The findings demonstrate the potential strategic | L O RTSN,
scalability of offshore ANS for guillemot and razorbill, N el T w @ ww
contributing to the evidence base supporting their PR i ""”;fvw%eug?;?"f“~ V= : 5 = e A
. . . . . . . ‘ >~ \\,;_ { {./ v B Y \‘\""'."5%_7"7 ool ]
potential inclusion within the Library of Strategic LBt oo R ETRSB5 / UTM one 308
Compensatory Measures ey AN /N Gt e e Herstor (T
P )4 ’ —~ W p\-——[} s “*\Sheme'dw ScaleatA3  1:1,420,000
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Copyright: Base map and data from OpenStreetMap and OpenStreetMap Foundation (CC-BY-SA). © https://www.openstreetmap.org and contributors.
Document Path: X:\GIS\GIS_PROJECTS\C01608_OWIC_Auks\Projects\QGS\05_INFR\C01608_RUK_INFR_005.qgz
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OUTPUTS

WP1 Offshore Structure Repurposing

JULY 2025 TO JUNE 2026

This report forms explores the feasibility of
repurposing offshore structures as artificial
nesting structures (ANS) to deliver seabird
compensation for offshore wind projects, and
identifies the steps required to progress this
approach.

It reviews the key barriers to repurposing offshore
structures for seabird compensation and sets out
a pathway for developing repurposing as d
strategic compensation measure for the offshore
wind sector.

The accompanying roadmap outlines a six-phase
process, detailing the key actions, responsible
parties, and indicative timeframes for each
phase.
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Ql Q2
Year1 Yearl

OSPAR Establish legal pathway for

Decision 98/3 ) repurposing
+ Confirm under OSPAR
NSTA  98/3that full de-
commissioning is not

DESNZ -
required

Identify suitable platform

+ Identify suitable
aAnNs  ©cological location for
target species
Owner ;
+ Identify platform for
repurposing

Ecological /
Structural
Assessments

Entry into
Agreements

Legislative
Transfer

Marine Licence
Application

Strategic
Compensation
Studies

Undertake structural integrity

Searl vear1l Year 2 Year 3

Development of the repurposing plan
assessment

* Develop and finalise design

HSE =+ Ensure structure is ANS Hop al
specifications for the ANS

structurally sound for Owner

ANS the duration of use
Owner

Sale & purchase agreement™\ Partial decommissioning

ANS » Define partial
Owner  decommissioning

= Agree on transfer
O0&G  terms

Operator

Platform no
longer used
for mineral
extraction

femer] Transfer of ownership

OPRED  pajggs

Transition to

Year 4

Decommissioning
Programme (DP)

ANS + Complete
transfer to ANS * Submit DP
new owner of  Owner  to DESNZ

Obtain legal seabed rights
- Obtain legal seabed rights through TCE to

keep the platform for the duration of its use
as a compensation measure

Apply for and obtain a Marine Licence

ANS ° Apply for marine licence, under the Marine
Owner and Coastal Access Act 2009

= Marine licence to be granted by the MMO
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OUTPUTS JULY 2025 TO JUNE 2026

WP2 Isles of Scilly Breeding Seabird Habitat Assessment

Study to assess the potential for the Isles of Scilly to support increased breeding seabird populations
following rat eradication, as part of the wider Isles of Scilly Seabird Recovery Project. Field-based habitat
assessments were undertaken across 71 sites on 50 islands in June 2025, covering all 13 regularly
breeding seabird species. The work evaluated the availability and suitability of breeding habitat in
rat-free scenario to inform future seabird recovery potential.

The report concluded that rat eradication could enable major seabird recovery, with the Isles of Scilly
potentially supporting more than 50,000 breeding pairs, the highest population recorded since
systematic monitoring began. Manx Shearwater and Storm Petrel are expected to benefit most, as they
are heavily impacted by rats, have extensive suitable habitat available, and are not currently thought to
be food-limited.

To support the strategic assessment of infrastructure removal as a compensation measure, the report
includes high-level maps illustrating the distribution, type, and status of offshore infrastructure across
the UK. These maps provide an overview of the scale and geographic spread of potential infrastructure
removal opportunities. To complement the mapping, an interactive online tool has been developed
that enables users to explore infrastructure locations and characteristics in greater detail. This initial
review has identified a substantial amount of infrastructure within the UK EEZ that may be suitable for
removal as strategic compensation for offshore wind farms. The greatest concentration of potential
opportunities appears to be along the east coast of England, followed by the east coast of Scotland.
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WORK UNDERWAY JULY 2025 TO JUNE 2026

WP3 Habitat Creation

WP2 Predator Reduction .
and Restoration

WP6 Supporting Measures

e Avian predation monitoring SW e Greenlink habitat compensation Breeding seabird colony package
England monitoring for Annex | reef (England)

e Predator reduction site feasibility e Monitoring ecosystem outcomes Southwest disturbance reduction
desk studies and seabird surveys from habitat restoration as Offshore bycatch mitigation - sea

e UK island rat eradication strategic compensation for kite trial
preparation offshore wind: A Wilder Humber Fish Aggregation Devices (FADs)

case study feasibility

Carrion crow disturbance in SW England © GoBe Greenlink survey photos © Njord Survey Greenlink survey photos ©Njord Survey Sea kite flying during development © Fishtek
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FORWARD LOOK

WP1 Artificial Nesting Structures

WP2 Predator Reduction

WP3 Habitat Creation
and Restoration

WP5 Overarching Actions
and Delivery Mechanism

WP6 Supporting Measures

Wind Evidence THECROWN
@ |

+ Change
Programme

€ ESTATE

SCS further work

No further work expected

Avian predation scoping of potential
practical trials of control measures
Isles of Scilly rat genetics monitoring
surveys

Predator control feasibility surveys
UK island rat eradication complete

Analysis and write up Annex 1 reef monitoring
Monitoring underway in collaboration with
the Wilder Humber project

Delivery mechanism agreement
development
Adaptive management progression

Bycatch mitigation analysis and write up
FADs phase 2 work underway

Breeding seabird colony compensation
assessment completed

}'ﬁ Strategic
Compensation
Studies

JULY 2026 TO JUNE 2027

SCS Outputs

e No further work expected

Avian predation monitoring report

Isles of Scilly rat genetics and
distribution report

Predator control feasibility report (Site 1)
UK island eradication project report

Habitat compensation evidence report for
annex | reef

Delivery mechanism collaborative
agreements and framework
Adaptive management report

Bycatch mitigation summary report and
barriers and incentives report

FADs technical report and roadmap
Breeding seabird colony report England
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SCS PROJECT SUPPORT
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SCS PROJECT ADVISORY GROUP
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O @INCC

NATU RAL J EE‘X\ g Joint Nature Conservation Committee
ENGLAND 2

Department of % a ﬁ?fﬂatl} %
@ Agriculture, Environment Department f(_)r Cgmrﬂn Department
and Rural Affairs Energy Security Natural for Environment,
& Net Zero g Food & Rural Affairs
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https://www.owic.org.uk/work/environment-and-

consents/strategic-compensation-studies/
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